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tasu biological station
FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
Amid the summer resort areas of Flathead Lake, l60 acres are set aside by- 
Montana State University for intensive study and research in the biological 
sciences, valuable to the nation.
Fifty-five students representing 21 states and Canada enrolled at the MSU 
Biological Station on Yellow Bay of Flathead, l4 miles south of Big Fork, for 
the eight-week session this summer. The station is a unit of the MSU Summer 
Session.
Students, faculty and independent scientific investigators from throughout 
North America come to the station each summer to study the plants and animals 
of northwestern Montana. The station serves as a base of operations for study 
throughout the Northwest.
Similar stations are located in other environments throughout the United 
States. The MSU station is the only one located in this type area with lakes, 
streams and rivers which are valuable to fresh water research.
The Biological Station was founded at the mouth of the Swan River near 
Big Fork in 1899 by Dr. M. J. Elrod, who was a professor of biology at MSU.
He recognized the need and possibility of a research station in the Flathead 
area. Later Dr. Elrod obtained 160 acres of land for the University through 
a land opening.
The present station is made up of the base camp on Yellow Bay, the two 





MONTANA ST A T E  UNIVERSITY, Missoula
The station was established to enable high school and college instructors 
to carry on field work in biological sciences. It also now concentrates on 
presenting upper division courses and graduate work. Although classes meet 
formally in the laboratories major emphasis is placed on field research.
Besides individual research each student might conduct, entire classes make 
several field trips of a few hours to overnight as part of the summer program.
Classes are offered covering algae, aquatic flowering plants, systematic 
botany, ornithology, mycology, mammalogy, limnology and general ecology. There 
is no limit to the variety of research projects which have been conducted at 
the station. There is a long list of publications based on work done in part 
at the Yellow Bay Station.
Many of the research projects are conducted in cooperation with biologists 
and naturalists in Glacier National Park, the Rocky Mountain Laboratory at 
Hamilton, the National Bison Range at Moiese, the Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Unit at MSU and the State Fish and Game Department.
The teaching staff at the Biological Station is drawn from as far and 
wide as the student enrollment. Instructors this summer came from Cornell 
University, the University of Utah, the University of New York, Humboldt State 
College in California and MSU. The staff is made up of experts in the topics 
they teach at the station. The faculty members also take advantage of the 
summer at the station to conduct their own independent research.
Seminars are scheduled at night at least once a week. Regular staff 
members and visiting lecturers conduct the sessions in special problems. Lec­
turers for the seminars have come from Yale University, the University of 
Dacca in East Pakistan, University of California, University of Alberta, 






VALUBD POSSESSION--A new phase contrast microscope is the most talked about 
piece of equipment at the MSU Biological Station. Dennis Travis of Pontiac, 
Mich., studies virus infected leaves with the microscope which allows him to 
see more than with an ordinary microscope. The microscope also is equipped 
with a camera to aid in more intensive research. (Cyrile Van Duser photo)
Cut B
AQUATIC FLCWERING PLANTS--Following a test, laboratory assistant, Marie Mooar, 
identifies a form of watercress which stumped Nancy Griffin. Miss Mooar, 
biology teacher from Ipsland, Mich., is spending her sixth summer at the Bio­
logical Station Conducting research and serving as a lab assistant. (Cyrile 
Van Duser photo)
Cut C
BIRD LISTENER--Dr. Robert Stein of Cornell University taught ornithology 
classes at the station this summer. As part of his own research he recorded 
bird calls. (Cyrile Van Duser photo)
Cut D
PLANKTON SAMPLE— Flathead Lake provides excellent opportunities for fresh water
studies. Robert Grierson and Joseph Clark take a sample of water from the
bottom of the lake. A small launch is used especially for taking such samples
at different times at different points and depths of the lake. The plankton
content of the water will be studied in the laboratory under microscopes. 
(Cyrile Van Duser photo) (more)
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Cut E
BRICK LAB--The first building at the Biological Station on Yellow Bay was built 
in 1915. It houses laboratories, a student store and a recreation room.
(Cyrile Van Duser photo)
Cut F
MASS PRODUCTION— Whenever a class plans a field trip away from the Station the 
kitchen prepares sack lunches for the group. Bill Ellison of Mandan, N.D., 
an MSU student who is on the station kitchen crew, makes ham sandwiches for a 
planned field trip. (Cyr’le Van Duser photo)
Cut G
LUNCHTIME--Meals are served cafeteria style in the central dining room. Meals 
are a family time and also an opportunity for the scientists to exchange in­
formation about their research. (Cyrile Van Duser photo)
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